
If You Need Help or Would Like To Help.

If you need help or  would like to help MECC can be
contacted at 1-800-FIND-KID or (518) 457-6326. 

Contributions made to the New York State MECC Fund
are used to develop, reproduce and distribute child safety
publications and programs. Contributions can be
forwarded directly to the fund by sending them to the
address listed on the back of this brochure.

Also, New York State Tax Law now allows individuals
to donate to the MECC Fund when filing State income
tax returns. When preparing your NYS Income Tax
forms, consider contributing to the “NYS Missing and
Exploited Children Clearinghouse Fund”. 

Every penny of your contribution goes directly to
support the work of the Clearinghouse and local efforts
statewide.   

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT US AT:

NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services
4 Tower Place 

Albany, NY 12203

1-800-FIND-KID or (518) 457-6326

Missing child photographs and biographical
information and additional child safety information 

can be viewed on our web site.

 http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us

Contributions made to the NYS MECC Fund made reproduction 
of this brochure possible.
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Background.

At one time or another, parents experience terrifying
moments when their child wanders away or is late
coming home and cannot be immediately located. 

The heart races and panic sets in. Often a frantic search
is begun and every possible spot where the child might
be found is combed. 

During this time, parents imagine their child in the most
fearful situations ... either trapped in some unseen
place; lying injured; or the most dreaded, abducted by
a stranger. 

Thankfully, the child, in most situations, is soon located
unharmed and life returns to normal. Everyone is able
to relax and tears are dried.

However, in more than 500,000 cases each year, life is
anything but normal and parents call law enforcement
authorities to report a child missing. In New York State
alone, an estimated 25,000 children are reported
missing to law enforcement agencies each year.  

There are no certain ways to ensure that children will
not wander or run away, or be abducted. However,
there are ways to minimize the likelihood of such an
occurrence. 

The response that parents receive from law enforcement
agencies is unquestionably one of the most critical in
the entire missing child search process. The benefits of
an immediate, thorough and well coordinated response
by law enforcement are immeasurable.

Recovery of missing children through the tireless efforts
of missing children clearinghouses, law enforcement
agencies and the media underscores the importance of
collaboration and utilizing advanced technology to gain
assistance from the public in locating missing children.

The New York State Missing and Exploited Children
Clearinghouse (MECC), other state clearinghouses and
the National Center For Missing and Exploited
Children (NCMEC) are able to provide services
whenever needed. 

The NYS Missing and Exploited
Children Clearinghouse (MECC).

MECC is a strong partner with parents and law
enforcement in preventing and investigating child
abduction and exploitation.  
 
P The 1-800-FIND-KID hotline is maintained 365
days a year, 24 hours a day. Missing child leads and
sightings  received on the hotline are immediately
disseminated to investigating law enforcement agencies.

P The statewide missing and unidentified person
repository is continually updated by MECC with
information submitted by law enforcement agencies. 

P Investigative assistance is provided to law
enforcement agencies and parents. MECC trains law
enforcement officers in basic and advanced
investigative techniques. To aid in finding missing
children, MECC staff members:

U Offer advice on case management practices.

U Flag birth and educational records of missing
children.

U Develop missing child flyers and distribute them
statewide. The TRAK (Technology to Recover
Abducted Kids) program allows for rapid dissemination
of high-quality photo images and biographical
information. When a child is deemed to be
“endangered”, information can be sent via broadcast
fax to virtually every law enforcement agency in the
State in a matter of minutes .

U Place missing child photographs and biographical
information and child safety information on the the
DCJS web site at http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us.

U Search employment, credit, motor vehicle and other
records for leads.

U Analyze and enter missing person dental and other
anatomical information into New York State and
National Crime Information Center  files.   

P MECC collaboration with the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children, other state
clearinghouses, other State agencies, non-profit
organizations, law enforcement agencies, prosecutors
and courts can provide nationwide assistance to law
enforcement agencies and family members.


